[Benign and semimalignant spinal tumors. Characteristics in children and adults].
Diagnostic radiology and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) are the most important imaging tools in the evaluation of benign bone tumors. Computed tomography (CT) is an additional tool for bony lesions, such as in cases of confirmation of the diagnosis of osteoid osteomas. For benign bony lesions three-stage skeletal scintigraphy is an optional additional diagnostic tool. The identification of benign or semimalignant bone tumors is not always clear; therefore percutaneous biopsy is necessary in most cases. In benign spinal tumors an intralesional curettage with reconstruction and stabilization is sufficient. In cases of semimalignant tumors, e.g. giant cell tumors localized in the spine, an en bloc resection is necessary because of the high recurrence rate.